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Legislator Tours 

 

One of the best ways to get to know your elected 

officials is to invite them into tour your business.  

Your LEMTA Chairman Gary Tennefoss and 

President Michelle Burke had the opportunity to 

host Senator Jerry Cirino at Ravenna Marine.  In 

the meeting we were able to talk about general 

industry issues, education and workforce training 

(which Gary is particularly passionate about!) and 

LEMTA’s legislative priorities.  Your businesses 

are important to your communities and legislators 

enjoy visiting and learning more about what you 

do.  If you’re willing to host your area 

lawmakers, please let LEMTA know, and we can 

help get that schedule for you! 

 

 

 

 

 

Supporting Legislative Events 

 

Another great way to support our legislative 

champions is to attend their campaign events and 

fundraisers.  LEMTA was represented at a Lake Erie 

Island event hosted to benefit Representative DJ 

Swearingen.  Attending from LEMTA was Scott 

Taylor, Roger Riachi, Ken Alvey and Amanda Sines 

(All pictured here with Rep. Swearingen) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

“Cut Red Tape Unveiled” 

 

If there is an administrative rule or regulation that is adversely effecting your business or operation, you 

can now report that to “Cut Red Tape Ohio”.  This new tool through the Joint Committee on Agency Rule 

Review will allow you to report State of Ohio regulations that restrict your business, family or daily life.  

Once reported, JCARR will investigate the submission and possible action could include calling the rule 

to be reviewed in advance of the statutory 5-year review.  This new system is designed to make Ohio 

more business friendly.   

 
After August Primary, State Legislators Set Sights on General Election Campaigning  

 

Statehouse incumbents generally came away unscathed from the August Statehouse primary, despite a 

low 7% turnout. There was a total of 18 contested Republican primaries – three in the Senate and 15 in 

the House, and 10 contested Democratic primaries – only one in the Senate and nine in the House. Of all 

the races, only three incumbents lost: State Rep. Mark Fraizer (R - Licking County), newly appointed 

Rep. Shawn Stevens (R - Delaware County) and Rep. Monique Smith (D - Cleveland), who was in the 

same district as fellow democratic incumbent Rep. Bride Sweeney due to redistricting.  

 

With the primary behind them, candidates are in their communities campaigning with less than two 

months to go until the general election. In general, Republican candidates seem to have an edge in 

fundraising so far, but there are several districts where the matchup looks to be incredibly tight.  

Given the focus on campaigning, legislators have not begun planning for their Lame Duck session yet. 

We expect that there will not be any indication of legislative direction or bill priorities for those last six 

weeks of the year until closer to November. There will be no shortage of issues to tackle, however, when 

the time comes given the way redistricting limited legislative activity for most of this year. We expect an 

especially chaotic Lame Duck as a result, especially given the brewing race for the next Speaker of the 

House, which has yet to be finalized. 

 

Ohio State Fair Back to Full Capacity in 2022 

 

According to reports, the Ohio State Fair saw a slight decrease 

in total visitors this year compared to the last full-scale event 

in 2019, but revenues increased, officials reported.  "Fairs are 

very weather dependent, and with a few days of rain, it is not 

surprising that we saw smaller crowds those days. On days 

with good weather, we saw higher attendance than 2019," 

Virgil Strickler, Ohio State Fair General Manager, said in a 

statement. 

 

"In full, 886,473 visitors walked through the gates at the 2022 

Ohio State Fair, and combined revenue was up across the 

board with record-setting concession revenue, sponsorships, 

and the highest-ever Sale of Champions." 
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The State Fair also saw the return of a friendly 

competition of legislators and cabinet members like 

ODNR Director Mertz, competing at ODNR’s State Fair 

campus.  The competition includes outdoor recreation 

activities like archery and paddling.  The legislators took 

home the trophy this year! 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

How to Contact Your Lobbyist 

 

Amanda Sines 

Government Advantage Group 

17 South High Street, Suite 750 

Columbus, Ohio 43215 

614-221-7157  

 

amanda@gov-advantage.com  
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